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Press release from The P.R.I.M.E. Finance Foundation

The Hague, 26 April 2023 

Sir David Baragwanath named new Secretary General of P.R.I.M.E. Finance

The international foundation P.R.I.M.E. Finance (the Hague-based Panel of Recognised International Market Experts in Finance) today announced the appointment as its fourth Secretary General of Sir David Baragwanath, former President and until recently Appellate Judge of the Special Tribunal for Lebanon, The Hague, and a distinguished international jurist. Sir David succeeds Prof. Dr. Kasper Krzeminski of NautaDutilh and the University of Amsterdam School of Law, who served as Secretary General from July 2019 until earlier this year. Sir David’s appointment will run through July 31, 2025.

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]As Secretary General, Sir David will serve in an honorary capacity, working with the P.R.I.M.E. Finance Management and Advisory Boards along with its Head of Secretariat, Camilla Macpherson, to continue to raise the profile of P.R.I.M.E. Finance in the dispute resolution and finance worlds. He will step down from the Advisory Board, of which he has served as Chair for over five years. Jeffrey Golden KC (Hon), Founder and Chair Emeritus of P.R.I.M.E. Finance, will become the Chair of the Advisory Board.

“David’s depth of experience and sage advice have been incredibly valuable to P.R.I.M.E. Finance since its creation a decade ago, and we are delighted that his new role as Secretary General will continue  to allow us to benefit from that experience and advice,” said Robert Pickel, Chair of the Management Board of P.R.I.M.E. Finance. “David will work with Camilla and the boards to build on the many successes P.R.I.M.E. Finance has achieved. I would also like to thank Kasper Krzeminski for the support he provided to P.R.I.M.E. Finance over the course of the pandemic and the revision of our Arbitration Rules.”

“I am deeply honoured that P.R.I.M.E. Finance has placed its trust in me to serve in this important role,” commented Sir David. “I look forward to sharing ideas for the charitable aspects of P.R.I.M.E. Finance’s vision of education and alternative means of resolving complex disputes involving international financial contracts. My experience has convinced me that there is a continuous need to draw on people’s imagination and energy to achieve fair, just, and timely resolution of humanity’s differences. The Halsbury and other awards have recognized the capacity of P.R.I.M.E. Finance to pursue that goal.”

Prior to his roles at the Special Tribunal for Lebanon, Sir David had served as a Member for New Zealand of the Permanent Court of Arbitration, The Hague; as a Judge of the Court of Appeal of New Zealand; and President of the New Zealand Law Commission. An Overseas Bencher of the Inner Temple, he is certificated by WIPO as a mediator;  an Honorary Professor at the University of Waikato (New Zealand); Visiting Professor at the University of Northumbria (United Kingdom). He is currently a Door Tenant at 3 Hare Court Chambers. 

About P.R.I.M.E. Finance

P.R.I.M.E. Finance is based in The Hague and was established to help resolve disputes concerning complex financial transactions. Focused on national and international dispute resolution it has over 250 members, leaders of the legal and related professions representing more than 30 jurisdictions. The organisation has the support of key international regulatory bodies and is complementary to the on-going financial market regulatory reform process. 

The Permanent Court of Arbitration is the world’s oldest arbitral institution, with over a century of experience in administering complex international proceedings. P.R.I.M.E. Finance joined forces with the PCA in 2015, combining the subject matter expertise of P.R.I.M.E. Finance’s Panel of Experts with the PCA’s administrative efficiency. While the filing address for notices of arbitration is with the PCA at its Peace Palace headquarters in The Hague, arbitrations may take place anywhere in the world, and may be facilitated by the PCA's host country agreements with a number of its Contracting Parties. As a result, parties to complex financial transactions have improved access to arbitration and mediation to resolve their disputes.

Contact for the Media

For more information about P.R.I.M.E. Finance, please refer to the website: www.primefinancedisputes.org. For further information about this press release, please contact the Head of Secretariat Camilla Macpherson on +31 70 302 4159, or at secretary@primefinancedisputes.org. 
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